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s President/CEO 
of Upson EMC, 

I have the unique privi-
lege of seeing firsthand 
what it truly takes to 
keep the lights on for our 
members. In April, we 
take time to pause and 
recognize the brave men 
and women who make 
that possible every single 
day—our lineworkers.

When storms impact 
our communities and 
outages occur, many 
people experience the 
inconvenience, but our 
lineworkers see a call to action. Our 
crews are always ready when it matters 
most—leaving family dinners, work-
ing through the night and heading 
into challenging conditions to restore 
power as safely and quickly as pos-
sible. That readiness is not accidental. 
It comes from rigorous training, deep 
experience and a shared commitment 
to serving others.

Lineworkers are ready when it matters most
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What makes lineworkers especially 
remarkable is that they aren’t just 
restoring power to a system—they’re 
restoring power to their own commu-
nities. They live here. They raise their 
families here. They understand that 
electricity is more than a convenience; 
it’s essential to daily life, to local busi-
nesses, to schools, farms and emer-
gency services. Powering the places  

we call home is 
personal to  
lineworkers.

Electric 
cooperatives like 
Upson EMC were 
built on the prin-
ciple of neighbors 
helping neighbors, 
and our linework-
ers embody that 
spirit every day. 
They are the first 
to respond and 
the last to leave, 
often working 

long hours behind 
the scenes. At times, 
serving our neigh-
bors means going 
beyond our own 
service territory 
through a process 
known as mutual aid. 
During major outage 
events, Upson EMC 
crews stand ready to 
assist neighboring 
co-ops—sometimes 
close to home, and 
sometimes across 
state lines—to help 
restore power. This 

spirit of mutual aid strengthens all 
cooperatives and ultimately benefits 
the members we serve. 

We understand anytime the lights 
go out can be frustrating, bringing 
everyday life to a halt. We are incred-
ibly grateful to our members for your 
patience and encouragement during 
these times. Linework is demanding, 
physical, and at times, it can be dan-
gerous. Our crews approach each job 
with a focus on safety and teamwork. 
They take pride in their craft and in the 
trust our members place in them.

On April 13, 2026, we will celebrate 
Lineworker Appreciation Day, but one 
day is hardly enough. Every day, we 
thank lineworkers for their service and 
dedication, which are the backbone of 
our cooperative.

To my lineworkers: Thank you for 
your hard work, your readiness and 
your unwavering commitment to the 
communities we serve. We are proud 
to stand behind you and grateful for all 
that you do.

By Ken Simmons

When the lights go 
out, lineworkers are 
ready to answer the 
call, day or night, 
to safely restore 
power and keep our 
communities moving 
forward. They take 
pride in powering the 
places we call home. 
Today and every day, 
we thank lineworkers 
for their service and 
commitment.
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Thank you to our lineworkers for keeping the lights on and the com-
munity strong. We appreciate the power behind our power.
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The power surge 
Factors driving the rising demand for electricity

cross the U.S., the demand for 
power is climbing at one of the 

fastest rates in decades. As the econ-
omy becomes more reliant on electric-
ity and data centers continue to sprout 
up in many parts of the country, 
electric cooperatives are preparing to 
meet the challenges that skyrocketing 
demand brings. 

The North American Reliability 
Corp.—the watchdog for the U.S. elec-
tric grid—recently released the 2025-
2026 winter reliability assessment, 
which echoed other recent reports, 
including longer-term outlooks that 
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Increased Electrifi cation: Electric vehicle adoption, 
electrifi cation of home heating and industrial 
electrifi cation are increasing overall U.S. energy 
consumption.

Data Centers: Driven by explosions in AI, 
cryptocurrency and cloud computing, total U.S. data 
center load is projected to increase by 65% by 2050.

Economic Growth: Residential power consumption is 
expected to increase by 14% to 22% through 2050 due 
to increases in population and steady economic growth.

Manufacturing Growth/Onshoring: New, expanding 
and “onshored/reshored” manufacturing capacity 
driven by federal incentives is expected to increase 
industrial demand by 13,000 GWh per year.

Demand for electricity in the U.S. is booming. Recent data shows 
that power consumption nationwide is set to increase by at least 
38 gigawatts (enough to power more than 30 million homes) 
between now and 2028. Meeting this new demand will require 
a combination of new power plants, grid upgrades and energy 
storage technology advancements. Here are the key factors that 
are driving increased demand:

Why is the demand 
for electricity rising?
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expect sufficient energy resources dur-
ing normal conditions but potential 
supply shortfalls and outages under 
more intense weather conditions. 

Extreme weather coupled with 
additional factors that are driving 
increased demand creates challenges 
for electric utilities, including coopera-
tives, in their mission to provide reli-
able power around the clock.

Several key factors are driving 
increased demand, including eco-
nomic growth, expanded manufac-
turing, data center development and 
increased electrification in transporta-

tion. Together, these trends are reshap-
ing how much electricity we consume 
and how quickly utilities like Upson 
EMC must adapt to meet future needs.

One of the biggest drivers of rising 
demand is increased electrification. 
More homes and businesses are transi-
tioning to electricity for home heating, 
water heating and transportation. Elec-
tric vehicles (EVs) are becoming more 
common on the road, and many states 
are offering incentives to help con-
sumers make the switch. Additionally, 
electric heat pumps are replacing tradi-
tional furnaces in many homes due to 

Article provided by NRECA



20CUpson EMC Newsletter

Holiday Closing
Upson EMC’s office will be closed on Friday, April 3, 

in observance of Good Friday.

their efficiency. These transitions mean 
more energy use and pressure placed 
on our electric grid.

Data centers are another major 
contributor to rising demand. As arti-
ficial intelligence (AI), cryptocurrency 
and cloud computing technologies 
grow, the need for data processing and 
storage has skyrocketed. Data centers 
require huge amounts of power to 
operate servers and cooling systems 
24/7. Tech companies are building 
new facilities nationwide, many of 
which are in electric cooperative-
served areas, and these regions are 
experiencing multiyear surges in elec-
tricity demand as a result. 

Economic and manufacturing 
growth are also contributing to higher 
electricity use. As businesses expand 
and new industries take root, espe-
cially in rural and suburban areas, the 
demand for reliable, high-capacity 
power is increasing. The resurgence 
of domestic manufacturing has led to 
major facility construction. These  

facilities often require substantial 
energy loads, and many operate con-
tinuously to keep production lines 
running. This growth brings jobs and 
investment, but it also puts new pres-
sures on the electric grid.

Population growth and housing 
development are also contributing to 
rising demand in many regions, and 
everyday life is becoming more energy 
dependent, too. Smart appliances, 
connected devices, home offices and 
entertainment systems are adding 
to overall consumption, even as effi-
ciency improves. 

While increased demand presents 
new challenges for electric utilities, it 
also has the potential to create signifi-
cant opportunities for co-ops and the 
communities they serve, such as job 
growth, steady revenue and improved 
infrastructure. Electric co-ops are 
responding by planning carefully for 
the future—investing in grid modern-
ization and offering programs and  
services to help co-op members  

conserve energy. 
Upson EMC is exploring additional 

generation sources and implementing 
technologies that help manage peak 
load. Strategic planning is critical to 
ensuring the grid can support every-
thing from EV charging to large-scale 
manufacturing plants.

Electricity powers nearly every 
aspect of today’s economy, and its role 
will only grow stronger. As electrifica-
tion accelerates, long-term planning 
becomes more important than ever. 

Upson EMC is ready to meet ris-
ing demand in our local communities. 
Through innovation, investment and 
collaboration, we are preparing for 
a more reliable and resilient energy 
future.

NRECA is the national trade associ-
ation representing nearly 900 local elec-
tric cooperatives. From growing suburbs 
to remote farming communities, electric 
co-ops serve as engines of economic 
development for 42 million Americans 
across 56% of the nation’s landscape.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
TIP OF THE MONTH

As we prepare for the seasonal shift, remember to set your ceiling fan rotation 
accordingly. In winter months (or whenever your home heating system is running), 
fan blades should rotate clockwise, which produces an updraft that pushes warm 
air down. In summer months (or whenever your home cooling system is running), 
blades should rotate counterclockwise, which produces a downdraft or windchill 
effect that makes you feel cooler. When used correctly, ceiling fans can boost 
comfort and allow you to adjust the thermostat a few degrees for energy savings. 
                                                                                                                Source: energy.gov
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Scan the QR Code  
below to download it  

on your phone or  
tablet today!

Say hello to our new app. This app is 
designed to make managing your  
account faster, simpler and more  
accessible anytime, anywhere!

View their electric bill. 
Access account and payment history.  
Secure payments options.  
Schedule alerts and reminders.  
Report outages quickly and easily.


